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of a unilaterally declared Palestinian state is
particularly offensive. It is also an affront to of-
ficial U.S. policy. The Jerusalem Embassy Act
of 1995 codified that ‘‘Jerusalem should be
recognized as the capital of the State of
Israel.’’

In light of Chairman Arafat’s repeated
threats to unilaterally declare a Palestinian
state, and due to the lack of clarity in the Ad-
ministration’s position on this issue, it is impor-
tant that Congress urge the President to state
explicitly that a unilateral declaration of Pal-
estinian statehood is in contravention to long-
standing U.S. policy and is a violation of the
Oslo Accords, and the United States will op-
pose and refuse to recognize such as action.
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Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in

strong support of the ‘‘Telecommunications
Competition and Consumer Protection Act of
1998’’ (H.R. 3888).

Enactment of the ‘‘Telecommunications
Competition and Consumer Protection Act of
1998’’ is critical to end the problem of ‘‘slam-
ming,’’ that effects more than 20,000 consum-
ers a year, according to the General Account-
ing Office. This legislation imposes a set of re-
quirements that, when implemented by the in-
dustry, will eliminate the financial incentive for
any carrier to make illegal changes in a con-
sumer’s selection of his or her telecommuni-
cations carrier.

Equally important are changes that I
pressed for and that were made to the bill
when it was marked up by the full Commerce
Committee. This legislation avoids imposing
burdens that will be as extensive or intrusive
as some traditional rules and regulations
placed on the telecommunications industry,
while taking away the financial incentive for a
carrier to engage in ‘‘slamming.’’

The ‘‘Telecommunications Competition and
Consumer Protection Act of 1998’’ takes the
approach of encouraging telecommunications
providers to abide by a code of contact that in-
cludes a self-policing mechanism. While this
type of code is a common practice in many in-
dustries, it has yet to be adopted by tele-
communications providers in the context of
protecting consumers from ‘‘slamming.’’ H.R.
3888 encourages the industry, under the di-
rection of the Federal Communications Com-
mission, to put in place the requirements of
such a code. Under the code approach, the
Commission shall engage in limited and mini-
mal regulatory oversight; it will serve as a
backstop, ensuring the proper code provisions
are in place and, where appropriate, punishing
those who willfully violate the code. By agree-
ing to adhere to the code, carriers can avoid
more burdensome regulation and the signifi-
cant civil penalties that can be imposed
against companies that fail to follow the code
and ‘‘slam’’ unsuspecting consumers.

This bill strikes the proper balance and I be-
lieve it will stop the unacceptable practice of
‘‘slamming.’’ I urge my colleagues to support
it.
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Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to join
the family and friends of Robert E. (Bob)
Chase and commend him on his retirement at
the end of this month as Assistant City Admin-
istrative Officer for the City of Los Angeles.

Bob, is retiring after 41 years of distin-
guished service during which he served the
citizens of Los Angeles and four mayors—Nor-
ris Poulson, Sam Yorty, Tom Bradley and
Richard Riordan. Soon after he first joined the
city in 1957, Bob rapidly rose in the city ad-
ministrative office, being named to the position
of assistant city administrative officer and ex-
ecutive officer in 1971 in recognition of his
management skills. These same skills earned
him recognition within the Metropolitan Chap-
ter of the American society for Public Adminis-
tration, which elected him president in 1975.

Bob’s record tenure as Executive Officer of
the city administrative office has been a
source of stability and reassurance to the
city’s residents. Indeed, the office has been at
the center of all of the major events and
changes which have shaped the city of Los
Angeles. Most importantly, the administrative
office enjoys a nationally-recognized reputa-
tion overseeing the fiscal affairs of the nation’s
second largest city—due, undoubtedly, to
Bob’s talents and those of the fine staff he as-
sembled.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud that Bob Chase is
a constituent. He is an example of the high
quality of public servants who serve the city
and one of many who devote considerable
time and effort to build a strong and stable
community.

I know bob is looking forward to spending
more time with his wife, Sallie, and their fam-
ily. from time to time, I understand he will also
hone his already formidable skills at golf. In all
these future ventures, I wish him the very best
and, again, join in thanking him for his service
to the residents of the City of Los Angeles.
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Mr. GREEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratu-
late and pay tribute to Burbank Middle School
on their 50th Anniversary. This wonderful
school has been serving the community of
Houston, Texas faithfully for 50 years, and is
well deserving of recognition and praise.

Burbank Middle School is truly a model
school that has a distinguished student body
and staff.

Burbank was dedicated on September 20,
1949, with 1,700 students, parents, teachers,
and school administrators in attendance.

The building’s original cost was $2,250,000.
This was a large investment in those days and
demonstrates the commitment that the resi-
dents had for quality education.

The dedication of the cornerstone was per-
formed by past school board president Ewing

Warlein. During the ceremony, he said: ‘‘This
great structure is dedicated to education in the
finest sense of the word and is not only a
monument to education, but a monument to
the American way of life, to free enterprise
and our constitutional form of government.
This building is dedicated not only to the edu-
cation of the children in this district but also to
the boys and girls of generations yet unborn.’’

Education is the key to our children’s future
and the key to our country’s continued suc-
cess. The teachers and staff at Burbank Mid-
dle School also believe this and have worked
hard to ensure that all their students have an
opportunity for quality education.

The twenty-first century will bring new chal-
lenges for our young people, and we have an
obligation to educate them to deal with these
challenges. With the leadership of the parents,
teachers, and staff of Burbank Middle School,
we can accomplish anything.

For years, families have know this school as
a living monument in the community, making
it a good place to study and learn. I am cer-
tain that the strength of this community would
not be what it is today without the commitment
of this school. I am honored to congratulate
the members of the Burbank Middle School for
making it a source of community pride for the
past 50 years.
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Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
extend my deepest sympathies and offer my
support to those on the island of Puerto Rico
who have suffered losses due to the damage
caused by Hurricane Georges. I would also
like to clear up some confusion regarding the
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA), the Federal agency currently working
to alleviate the pain and suffering caused by
the hurricane.

I recently learned that erroneous reports re-
garding the funding of FEMA have been cir-
culating in Puerto Rico. Some in the Common-
wealth have stated to the press that funding
for the FEMA program is obtained from local
taxes and user fees within Puerto Rico and
thus, the inhabitants of Puerto Rico are being
forced to fully fund the FEMA relief efforts on
their own. These reports are completely un-
true.

On the contrary, the funds for FEMA come
from the U.S. Treasury general fund and are
appropriated by the Appropriations Commit-
tees in the House of Representatives and the
Senate. The general fund is supported by the
collection of federal taxes and federal user
fees from citizens of the mainland of the
United States. Thus the burden of FEMA relief
efforts is not being incurred solely by citizens
of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

I urge all of my colleagues in the United
States Congress to join me in continuing ef-
forts to aid our fellow American citizens in
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